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Course Description

Most Cambodian refugees fled their homeland due to experiences with war, violence,
and genocide in the 1970s, and many have settled in the United States. Unfortunately, the
experiences of Cambodian Americans are not understood. The history, contributions, and
needs of Cambodian Americans are often invisible in the U.S. school system. To understand the
educational experiences of Cambodian Americans, it is important to know about the group’s
histories and immigration contexts, as well as socioeconomic conditions and circumstances.

The Cambodian American Experience course is designed to support K-12 teachers to
learn about the experiences and contributions of Cambodian people in the United States.
Nearly 350,000 Cambodian Americans live in the United States and over half reportedly have
less than a high school education. Moreover, only 6.9 percent of Cambodians in the U.S. have
earned a 4 year degree, far below the national average of 24 percent. U.S. educators routinely
come into contact with Cambodian American children. Given the group’s challenges, this
course aims to increase K-12 teachers’ knowledge and ability for serving this unique
community. Overall, this course provides ways that teachers can better engage multicultural
learners through culturally relevant materials and pedagogy.

Objectives
Cambodian American Experiences has two principal objectives:
1. To help teachers to better understand the perspectives of Cambodian students and
families
2. To help teachers to develop an understanding of culturally responsive and culturally
sustaining teaching, including arts integration and strategies that support multilingualism

To achieve these objectives the program consists of a balance between:

e Presentations by experts from the Cambodian community on history, geography,
culture and the experience of Cambodian students and families

e Hands-on art activities that help participants to synthesize information and learn
concrete strategies for arts integration

e Modeling of a range of active-learning strategies such as jigsaw reading protocols,
gallery walks and object-based learning opportunities to build background knowledge
through texts and film


https://jdavies613.wixsite.com/cambodianamericans

Session Schedules

Pre-course Assignments

Assignment

Due: TBD

Approx. Time to

Complete

Pick up materials sent to you (anchor text & sketch journal)

Procure and have ready your art materials (see list below)

Review Syllabus / Assignments
Read anchor text: Koan Khmer, A Novel

Suggested: Watch Justin Davies'’s presentation on why and how to

10-15 mins
1-2 hour(s)

30 mins

integrate the Visual Arts into your classroom PPT / Recording

Optional: Justin’s Prerecorded See Think Wonder video

13 mins

Session 1
Time Activity Description
20 mins. Overview Brief description of the purpose, format, history and goals of the
and Goals course; introduction to instructors
10 mins. Opening To help participants get to know one another they will rotate
Questions through 1 - 2 online pairings with other participants and discuss a
new question with each new partner.
20 mins. Sketchbook | Introduction to the practice of sketchbook journaling that will be
Intro and utilized throughout the course to gather and synthesize new
Watercolor information; brief artistic demonstration of how to use watercolor
Pencil Demo | pencils
30 mins. See, Think, Participants watch a short video (or observe a cultural artifact) and
Wonder use drawing and writing to record observations, inferences and
questions about the objects, events and places depicted. The
absence of contextual information and the sensory nature of this
protocol aims to generate curiosity and to empower participants to
take an active approach to the course material.
15 mins. Break
45 mins. Visual Participants use visual notetaking to gather information from a
Notetaking range of texts, graphs, photos and videos; discussing what they
and Gallery [ have found with a partner midway through the gallery walk and at
Walk the end.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10FNFFpryy6e1pMS9_WyMQB6lEYmyiBW4XZRaK7kXzZA/edit#slide=id.p1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUKGlJoxcDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1BYZgBkukGg
https://youtu.be/gY9KdRfNN9w

Session 1 (continued)

Session | Schedule continues on next page . . .

1 hr. Presentation: | In this presentation, Cambodian Scholar(s) provides background
Cambodian | information on the migration of Cambodians to the United States
Americans and adaptation to life in the US.
40 mins. Teacher In this panel, speakers will share their insights and experience in
Panel working with Cambodian students and families.
Session 1 Homework Assignments Due: TBD

Session 1 Reflection

Gathering (Oral) Stories

Map Drawings

Portrait of a Memory

30 - 45 mins.
1 hr 20 mins.
1 % hours

3 hours

Session 2
Time Activity Description
25 mins. Tabletop exhibit | Participants will have an opportunity to view each other’s
of “Portrait of a artwork and accompanying narrative on Padlet, as well as to
Memory” discuss their work and process in break-out groups.
1 hr. Presentation: In his 2012 essay, "Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy: A Needed
Culturally Change in Stance, Terminology, and Practice," Django Paris
Sustaining advocated the ideal of culturally sustaining pedagogy that
Pedagogy supports “young people in sustaining the cultural and
linguistic competence of their communities while
simultaneously offering access to dominant cultural
competence (p.93).” Learn about culturally and linguistically
sustaining pedagogy for Cambodian students with specific
strategies, lessons and activities that can be adapted for
students of other cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
40 mins. Cambodian Students discuss their successes and challenges in navigating
Student Panel education in the US.
15 mins. Break




50 mins. Personal Participants learn about the use of personal dictionaries as an
Dictionaries adaptable strategy for students to visually communicate
understandings in a variety of disciplines.
35 mins. Presentation: This presentation will explore how the visual arts can be
Visual Arts integrated with other curricular areas such as Social Studies
Integration and Science; and how this integration can benefit both the
Arts and the partner subject within the context of culturally
sustaining pedagogy.
15 mins. Introduction to We will explain steps involved in preparing for the P4C inquiry
PAC Assignment | that will take place during the final session

Session 2 Homework Assignments

Session 2 Reflection

Read articles for Jigsaw Reading protocol

Develop a draft of lesson plan

Revisit Koan Khmer, A Novel, submit questions for PAC

Due: TBD

30 - 45 mins.
1 hour
2 - 3 hours

30 mins.- 1 hour

Session 3
Time Activity Description
30 mins. Participant Lesson Participants present their lesson plan and receive feedback from
Feedback fellow participants in a breakout group.
40 mins. Jigsaw Reading Participants first discuss their article with others in same-topic
Groups discussion groups. Then participants join a new break-out group
e Same-Topic to teach other participants about their topic and to learn about
Groups the topics that the other representatives in their group
e Teaching Groups | researched.
40 mins. Parent Panel Cambodian parents share insights with teachers to support them
in their work with Cambodian students.
15 mins. Break
40 mins. Presentation: In this presentation, students will gain an understanding of how
Building artists can build community awareness of Cambodian American
Community through | culture through public art including the Cambodia Town Mural
Public Art Project. Students will also learn how artists use community
engagement to highlight experiences of others.




50 mins.

P4C Inquiry

Following the Philosophy for Children methodology (P4C)
participants select a question to investigate as they discuss the
anchor text, Koan Khmer, A Novel.

15 mins.

Website Resources

Participants will get to explore a range of resources on the course
website to support their work with Cambodian students and
families.

10 mins.

Course Survey

Using a Google Form, participants will have the chance to
provide feedback on the course sessions.

Session 3 Homework Assignments

Due: TBD

Session 3 Reflection

Implement lesson and prepare observations, lesson learned, and

1 hour

3 hours

student samples of this lesson to share with the class

Documentary: “Home Court” and post a response on the discussion

board (OPTIONAL)

1 % hours

Session 4

Time Activity Description

9:45 am - Opening Feel free to log in early to “talk story” and/or test out your

10:00 am devices.

10:00 am - | Participant Sharing Participants present their final lesson plan, lesson reflections &

10:50 am student samples and receive final feedback from fellow
participants.

10:50 am - | Culminating Participants write/share final take-aways from the course and

11:10 am Reflections future commitments to supporting their Cambodian / multilingual
students.

11:10 am - | Course Survey Using a Google Form, participants will have the chance to

11:30 am provide feedback on the course sessions.

11:30 am - | Completion Submit any remaining paperwork.

11:45 am Paperwork

11: 45 am - Closing / Thank you!!!

12:00 pm



https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/home-court/

Supplies

Included with your registration, we will be mailing you two items for the course: a sketchbook

and the anchor text Koan Khmer, A Novel.

As artmaking is central to this course, we also encourage you to get some additional art

supplies. We are providing two lists, one of recommended items and one of optional items to
extend artmaking. The recommended items can all be purchased for under $30. You will not be
penalized in any way if you don’t purchase these recommended supplies, but they will allow

you to hopefully explore some new artistic media, which will, in turn, help you provide your
students with new avenues for artistic expression. On the supply lists, you will find links to
online retailers. However, many of these items may be available locally as well.

Recommended supplies

[tem

Notes

Watercolor Pencils

Crayola, 12 ct (Amazon: $4.27, Blick: $3.73 + shipping)
Faber-Castell, 12 ct (Amazon: $10.46)
Derwent, 12 ct (Amazon: $16.62, Blick: $16.49+shipping)

The quality of color and control increases with the price,
but the Crayolas are perfectly fine if you are looking to
save. These don't come with a brush, however you can
provide your own or use the brush that accompanies the
water-soluble graphite pencils (see below)

Watercolor Paper

Canson Watercolor Pad, 140 Ib, 11" x 15" (30 sheets)
From Amazon ($9.97, free shipping with Prime) or Blick
Art Materials ($9.72 + shipping)

We will not be using all of this paper, so if you know other
teachers participating in this course, feel free to divide a
pad amongst 2 - 3 teachers.

Micron pens

Sakura Pigma set of 3 (Amazon: $7.78, Blick: $7.59 +
shipping)

Water-soluble graphite
pencils with brush

Staedtler Mars Lumograph Aquarell Pencil from Blick

$5.70 + shipping or Faber-Castell Graphite Aquarelle
Pencils from Amazon: $12.71



https://www.amazon.com/WATERCOLOR-PENCILS-12CT-FULL-LENGTH/dp/B007FI5SDY/ref=sr_1_25?dchild=1&keywords=watercolor+pencils&qid=1619624689&sr=8-25
https://www.dickblick.com/items/crayola-watercolor-pencil-set-assorted-colors-set-of-12/
https://www.amazon.com/Faber-Castell-Creative-Goldfaber-Watercolor-Pencils/dp/B0007OECP8/ref=sr_1_9?dchild=1&keywords=watercolor+pencils&qid=1619624689&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.com/Derwent-Colored-Pencils-WaterColour-32881/dp/B000ILZB3W/ref=sr_1_12?dchild=1&keywords=watercolor+pencils&qid=1619624689&sr=8-12
https://www.dickblick.com/items/derwent-watercolor-pencil-set-assorted-colors-tin-box-set-of-12/
https://www.amazon.com/Canson-Watercolor-Textured-Charcoal-7022446/dp/B0049UXGD0/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=watercolor+pad&qid=1619578995&sr=8-5
https://www.dickblick.com/items/canson-xl-watercolor-pad-11-x-15-euro-fold-30-sheets/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/canson-xl-watercolor-pad-11-x-15-euro-fold-30-sheets/
https://www.amazon.com/Sakura-Pigma-30061-Micron-Blister/dp/B000XAORIS/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=micron&qid=1619627554&s=arts-crafts&sr=1-7
https://www.dickblick.com/items/sakura-pigma-micron-pen-set-black-various-sizes-set-of-3/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/staedtler-mars-lumograph-aquarell-pencil-set/
https://www.amazon.com/Faber-Castell-Graphite-Aquarelle-Water-soluble-assorted/dp/B007SUIE1C/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=water+soluble+graphite+pencil&qid=1619643205&sr=8-1

Optional Supplies

[tem Notes
Detail watercolor brush Princeton, Round, Size 3 (Amazon: $6.37, Blick: $6.37 +
shipping)

This is a smaller brush, which allows you to work on a finer
level with watercolor or water-soluble graphite pencils.

Dust-free eraser Faber-Castell dust-free eraser (Amazon: $2.88 or pack of
4 for $5.39; Blick: $1.45 + shipping)

Pencil sharpener Staedtler (Amazon: $4.70; Blick: $4.72 + shipping)

Black paper Faber-Castell Black Paper Sketch Pad, 9” x12" (Amazon:

$10.58, Blick: $6.73 + shipping)

Colored pencils Prismacolor Scholar, 12-count (Amazon: $9.34, Blick:
$9.99 + shipping)

Drawing pencils Staedtler Lumograph Graphite drawing pencils, set of 6
(Amazon: $8.50, Blick: $8.40 + shipping)



https://www.amazon.com/Princeton-Heritage-Brush-Watercolor-Synthetic/dp/B00081L7F8/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.dickblick.com/items/princeton-best-synthetic-sable-brush-round-short-handle-size-3/
https://www.amazon.com/Faber-Castell-Dust-Free-Vinyl-Erasers-each/dp/B000KTAMJU/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=faber+castell+dust-free+eraser&qid=1619648877&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Faber-Castell-Pencil-Eraser-Erasing-6-2x2x1-25cm/dp/B06Y2CWLB5/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=faber+castell+dust-free+eraser&qid=1619648986&sr=8-2
https://www.dickblick.com/items/faber-castell-dust-free-vinyl-eraser/
https://www.amazon.com/Staedtler-512-001-ST-Double-hole/dp/B001E67Z16/ref=sxin_11?asc_contentid=amzn1.osa.735b71f8-ecef-442e-97ad-1ea8bb95986b.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&asc_contenttype=article&ascsubtag=amzn1.osa.735b71f8-ecef-442e-97ad-1ea8bb95986b.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&creativeASIN=B001E67Z16&cv_ct_cx=artist%2Bpencil%2Bsharpener&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osa.735b71f8-ecef-442e-97ad-1ea8bb95986b.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_we=asin&cv_ct_wn=osp-single-source-earns-comm&dchild=1&keywords=artist%2Bpencil%2Bsharpener&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B001E67Z16&pd_rd_r=08394660-1e89-4df8-a3c9-50c3972a6770&pd_rd_w=j5Qzc&pd_rd_wg=3MhbJ&pf_rd_p=c5aa77b7-f0ac-4b95-b207-5ef230c60c9b&pf_rd_r=J5AYR31PY7JVHJXZQK27&qid=1619661081&sr=1-3-64f3a41a-73ca-403a-923c-8152c45485fe&tag=interesting_things_os-20&th=1
https://www.dickblick.com/products/staedtler-pencil-grip-two-hole-pencil-sharpener/
https://www.amazon.com/Faber-Castell-Black-Paper-Pad-sheets/dp/B007L9ZQ84/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=faber%2Bcastell%2Bblack%2Bpaper%2Bsketch%2Bpad&qid=1619663789&s=arts-crafts&sr=1-2&th=1
https://www.dickblick.com/products/faber-castell-black-paper-sketch-pad/
https://www.amazon.com/Prismacolor-92804-Scholar-Colored-12-Count/dp/B0013CCGBA/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=prismacolor+12&qid=1619664276&s=arts-crafts&sr=1-2
https://www.dickblick.com/items/prismacolor-scholar-art-pencil-set-assorted-colors-set-of-12/
https://www.amazon.com/Staedtler-Lumograph-Graphite-Sketching-Attractive/dp/B000X06LQE/ref=sr_1_25?dchild=1&keywords=Staedtler+Mars+Lumograph&qid=1619665504&s=arts-crafts&sr=1-25
https://www.dickblick.com/items/staedtler-lumograph-pencil-set-of-6/

Here is a visual guide to supplies which you might want to purchase:
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Attendance

This course meets for three 4-hour sessions. Missing any one of these sessions, or an activity
during these sessions, amounts to missing a significant portion of the course. While we
understand that unexpected circumstances may arise, we encourage you to only register for
this course if you are able to attend all sessions.

Meet the Instructor

Dr. Vichet Chhuon

| earned a PhD at the University of California, Santa Barbara in culture and teaching. My
research has broadly focused on the experiences of immigrant youth and students of color to
understand how school institutions might better help them realize their promise. For example,
some of my work has focused on the academic and ethnic identities of Cambodian-American
students. My other writing has examined how notions of belonging and being known matter for
young people's identities and relationships with teachers and other significant adults in school.

Currently, | am interested in how immigrants and families navigate immigration policies, school
systems, and other opportunity structures in pursuit of meaningful lives in the United States and
abroad.



	Staedtler Mars Lumograph Aquarell Pencil from Blick $5.70 + shipping or Faber-Castell Graphite Aquarelle Pencils from Amazon: $12.71 

