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 PLAN 630 (3 CREDITS) 
U R B A N    &   R E G I O N A L   P L A N N I N G   I N   A S I A    
Instructor: Ashok Das 

FALL 2023, Tuesdays, 9:00 am – 11:45 am 
         Saunders Hall 119 

 
Focused on Asia, with an extensive coverage 
of Southeast Asia, this course introduces 
concepts and policies regarding key 
development issues fostered by rapid and 
haphazard urbanization in developing 
societies.  Planning affects nearly all aspects 
of urban life. Major thematic areas include: 1) 
urban and regional development theories 
and patterns; 2) urban poverty and social 
inequalities, the quality of the urban 
environment, and socio-cultural lifeworlds; 3) 
the challenges of providing housing, 
infrastructure, and basic services; 4) uneven 
development, migration, and urban 
informality; and 5) the role of civil society in 
creating civic space and inclusionary cities. 
 
 
The first half of the course, broadly, will address 
debates around the aforementioned themes of 
urban planning and development, with illustrative 
examples. The second half of the course will 
highlight regional differences and idiosyncrasies by 
focusing on countries and cities of Southeast, South, 
and East Asia. 
 
 
The format will comprise lectures by the instructor and 
student-led seminars and discussions. Assignments will 
include critical position papers and a final research paper. 
	





FALL 2023:    THEA 763B –  SEMINAR IN ASIAN THEATRE 

PUPPETRY in Asia  (and	beyond) 

Time: M 2:30-5:00 KT 203 (SAKAMAKI D102 or TBA) 
Explore puppetry traditions from China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Myanmar, Turkey, Taiwan, 

Thailand, and Vietnam. Conduct individual research projects and create a proposal for a puppetry 
exhibit. Topics can include traditional and modern puppetry in the context of religion, politics, 

social justice movements, entertainment, and technology. 

Theatre and Dance majors and grad students from all program tracks are welcome! 

Instructor: Kirstin Pauka pauka@hawaii.edu 




