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Greetings from the
Executive Director

Storytelling has come a long way since the
bygone days when people — young and old —
used to sit around a venerable figure under a
big banyan tree and listen rapturously to
exciting tales of heroism, adventure and
mystery. Oral storytelling was and remains
in a few rural areas still untouched by
modern technology, an essential part of
local cultures throughout Indonesia. It is
part entertainment, part lessons of life about
good and evil, right and wrong. As kids, we
loved listening, again and again, to the story
of ‘S7 Kancil] the mythical mouse-deer, and
the many ways he would outwit farmers to
steal from their vegetable gardens.

In time, other genres of storytelling
evolved. Puppetry is probably the best
known and best-loved, particularly when it
depicts episodes from the Hindu classics,
the Mahabharata and the Ramayana. There
is also the traditional Javanese opera-ballet,

narrating stories from the two great epics.

Then came the movies, followed by
television and YouTube. The choices are
endless. We now sit across from a screen
and watch stories unfold, leaving oral
storytelling to fall by the wayside. It is truly
sad to see the children and the youth of
today glued to their handphones or their
laptops for entertainment.

So, it was a pleasant surprise to see
Jakarta’s National Museum hosting a two-
day Storytelling Festival earlier this month.
More than 50 local and international
storytellers performed in front of thousands
of people of all ages, who came to watch
various renditions of ‘Stories of Heroes’, the
theme of the festival. There were four
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separate stages presenting puppetry, dance
and theater performances, a few of them in
English. The organizers seemed confident
that interest in the festival — the seventh ot
its kind in Indonesia -- will gain
momentum, just like the book and literacy
fairs cropping up around the country.
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Wayang Luk-luk, Bali

One reason may be because
the technique of storytelling is making a
comeback, passing on new ideas, personal
experiences and life-lessons in a way that
evokes powerful emotions and insights.
Indeed, studies have shown that
storytelling methods yield better results
in teaching school children how to listen

and express themselves.

Didong, Aceh.

In the eftort to contribute towards
the preservation of Indonesia’s oral
storytelling tradition, Lontar has, over the
years, recorded and documented 30 oral
performances in video form. We will
continue to add to this collection, to
preserve local wisdom and local knowledge
for future generations. As such, we hope

you will join us in this project, one of

Lontar’s many, by donating generously to
the foundation.

Yuli Ismartono
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Hanna Rambe (Jakarta, November 23,
1940) began her career as a journalist and
English teacher. She worked for Indonesia
Raya daily newspaper untl 1974,
contributed regularly to Intisari magazine
(1972-1977) and reported tor Mutiara
magazine (1977-1992). She has written
children’s stories, stories for teenagers,
novels, short stortes and biographies. Her
novels include Mirah dari Banda (1983)
and Pertarungan (2002). Mirah dari Banda
was translated into English and published
by Lontar in 2010. She has also written
several biographies, including I_e/aki di
Waimital (1981) and Terbempas Prabara ke
Pasifik (1982).

Mirah of Banda
By Hanna Rambe
Translated by Tont Pollard
Rp. 150.000,00

Book order: contact@lontar.org




Visited Sydney

Kamoro Art: Exhibition and Sale
# Lontar Executive Director, December 6-7, 2019

EEERRE  Yuli Ismartono, met Kestity 9 AM — 4 PM

Pringgoharjono, the former The Function Room, Wing 7

Executive Director who Dharmﬂwangsa Ruuidasions

lives in Sydney now and JI. Dharmawangsa VIII/26
established Indo Lit Club,

and had held some
discussion about

Kebayoran Baru, Jakarta Selatan

Indonesian literature.

Follow the update KAMOR‘ }
information on Facebook:
Indo Lit Club. ‘* A RT

Exhibition & Sale

On The Record: Indonesian Literary Figures oo vkt |
Lontar-on-the-Record 1s a series of videos [ s g
documentaries on Indonesian writer.s As a follow-up to i

the 24 series already produced, in 2018 Lontar produced m;m

33 additional writers’ profiles of young writers, each December 5. 2019 1
lasting 5-8 minutes long. This documentation represents ity

Lontar’s etfort in promoting — both in and out of the m:;:

country — Indonesian literature and the works of Decermber 67, 2019

g . 9AM - 4 PM
Indonesian writers.

33 Writers are: Afrizal Malna, Ahmad Fuadi, Andik
Prayogo, Anton Kurnia, Avianti Armand, Azhari Aiyub,
Ben Sohib, Dea Anugrah, Dewi Kharisma M., Dias
Novita Wuri, Esha Tegar Putra, Feby Indirani, Hanna
Fransisca, Heru Joni Putra, Hikmat Darmawan, Tksaka
Banu, Joned Suryatmoko, Kurnia Effendi, Laksmi
Pamuntjak, Leila S. Chudori, Martin Aleida, Mona
Sylviana, Ni Made Purnamasari, Nuril Basri, Putu Oka
Sf]kanta: Saith Rinouls: Hods Candisoa. Sibds JL. Danau Laut Tawar Blok A No. 53 Bendungan Hilir,

Armandio, Sergius Sutanto, Wikan Sastriati, Yusi A Jakarta 10210
Pareanom, Zen Hae, Zigey Z. Telb. +62-21 574 688 Emﬂ.ﬂ: contact(@lontar.oro

Contact:
The Lontar Foundation

l.ontar’s chann n - LLontar ndation
ontar’s channel on Youtube: LontarFoundatio Donate to Lontas:

@ RS — through Lontar’s Account:
e Account Name: Yayasan Lontar Nusantara
U — o | Bank Name: Bank Central Asia (BCA)

Bank address: JI. Bendungan Hilir Raya, Jakarta 10210

Account number: 301-40085-22
Swift code: CENA IDJA

Or

Give2Asia (www.give2asia.org).
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