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Recently, there have been highly reported outbreaks of violence between
members of the largely Muslim Rohingya community and Buddhist communities
in Rakhine State (Arakan), Myanmar. The violence involving these communities
has, for many, exploded the popular myth that to be Buddhist is to avoid violence
and practice ahimsa (nonviolence) at all costs. Jarrod Brown will explain the
historical backgrounds, the rhetoric used to motivate individuals to violence and
will raise ethical issues and questions about the role of both violence and identity
in Buddhism. He will highlight some promising developments of inter-faith
solidarity in the face of violence.
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